Massachusetts Interconnection Implementation Review Group (IIRG) Meeting Notes
	Date:
	September 25, 2024
	
	Meeting held as part of the Interconnection Implementation Review Group (IIRG) for discussion on issues related to the DG interconnection process in Massachusetts. Meeting minutes are outlined below.  If there are any corrections, additions, or omissions please notify the preparer or Co-Chairs.

	Prepared by:
	Eva Stoller
Eva.Stoller@mass.gov 
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Mission Statement:
Scope of the IIRG is limited to Distributed Generation (DG) interconnection in Massachusetts and processes overseen by the DPU.  Topics discussed by the group may tangentially relate to other elements, however each substantive topic must be centrally focused on its relation the state's DG interconnection processes outlines in the DG Interconnection Tariff.  Recommendations from the group shall focus on process recommendations to the DPU for processes under their purview.
Additional information is available at the group website here:
https://gridforce.my.site.com/s/article/Interconnection-Implementation-Review-Group
September 25, 2024
· Welcome and Procedural Updates
· DPU Staff, Robert Fitzpatrick and Eva Stoller, joining meetings in a listening capacity and to provide administrative assistance.
· Agenda requests
· Action Item: Members to reach out to Co-Chairs to submit requested agenda items for future meetings.
· Monthly reporting revision update from DOER
· Action Item: Members to reach out to Gerry Bingham if you have revisions or requests for additions to the monthly DG report submitted to DOER.
· Solect notification of group study opt out proposal
· Action Item: Members to reach out to Andrew Hickok if you’d like to participate in small group discussions about the group study opt out proposal.
· Parallel processing of DSIS and ASO
· Action Item: Eversource and National Grid to indicate before the next meeting if there is information to share, and if November is the appropriate time to continue the conversation.
· Drafting of report to public and DPU
· Action Item: Members to reach out to Co-Chairs if you have any questions, concerns, input, or bandwidth to help with drafting of report.
· National Grid CEI Open House on September 26, 2024.
· ESMP Order Update and Brief Discussion
· DPU issued Order approving all 3 EDCs’ ESMPs on August 29, 2024. The Order directed a long-term system planning process stakeholder group to commence in October and meet over the next 6 months.
· Vote on ESIRG as standing subcommittee and charter revisions
· All members present voted in support of incorporating the ESIRG as a standing subcommittee of the IIRG and incorporating the subgroup provision in the IIRG charter.
· Action Item: Co-Chairs to revise charter, post new charter to website, file with the DPU, and notify stakeholders.
· Procedural process for revisions to simplified and expedited process
· Guidance from DPU
· Indicated that early January 2025 is a realistic timeframe for the DPU to conduct a comprehensive review of the package. 
· Indicated that a comprehensive package, including consensus redlines, non-consensus redlines, comments for consensus and non-consensus redlines, and reply comments to non-consensus redlines, would be the most beneficial.
· Requested that, if possible, the package address the outstanding energy storage filing in 19-55 and indicate how the package does or does not supersede or supplant the previous filing.
· Proposed Process
· Action Item: EDCs to propose a procedural schedule for the revisions to the simplified and expedited process, working backwards from an early/mid January submission date.
· Proposed process should include a schedule for confirming consensus redlines, exchange of non-consensus redlines, comments explaining non-consensus redlines, and opportunity to reply. It should also include an opportunity for the group to assess whether to submit a comprehensive package or focus on simplified process revisions and a limited scope expedited process.
· Contemplating if/how to notify the public and the DPU of the procedural schedule, once finalized, whether through the IIRG report or a separate notification.
· Expedited subgroup update
· New proposal from Unitil
· Action Item: Small group to discuss new proposal from Unitil and let Co-Chairs know if this should be on the agenda next month.
· Information requests
· Discussed how to facilitate the sharing of information between IIRG members.
· Proposal to add a provision to the charter about the opportunity and process to request information and a dispute process that could involve the DPU. There would be no obligation for EDCs to provide the information.
· Action Item: Russ Aney, Andrew Hickok, and Daniel Mello Guimaraes to send reasonable information requests to IIRG industry members, and then send to all members. EDCs will consider the requests and either provide the information or an explanation of why they cannot.
· Next substantive topic
· Action Item: Members to send Co-Chairs suggestions for the next substantive topic before next meeting.
· Proposals:
· Revising aspects of the Standard Interconnection Process, such as the group study process.
· Considering separate screens or parameters for behind-the-meter projects serving significant load, even if they are currently triggering the standard process.
· Reviewing how provisional program groups are formed and sized.
· Equitably addressing group study fee structure.
· Updating the application fees for Expedited/Standard.
· Improving the process for replacing inverters and repowering systems to have existing interconnection agreements.
· TSRG
· Considering what kind of coordination the IIRG should have with the TSRG.
· ASO study coordination process with Order 2023
· Potential regional information session
· Contemplating potential for IIRG to convene an information session to discuss regional challenges related to the new ASO coordination process and an industry perspective on what the new process entails at the DG level. IIRG would invite other states’ interconnection working groups.
· Subgroup discussions
· Proposed new subgroup, which would include representatives from ISO-NE, transmission owners in MA, and interested members of the IIRG and TSRG. The subgroup could meet every other month.
· Action Item: IIRG to move forward with establishing ASO subgroup, vote next meeting, and consider scheduling an ASO coordination informational session with regional invitations.
· Discussion of future challenges and implications of implementation suspension
· FERC has not yet issued an order on ISO-NE's compliance filing relating to the implementation of Order 2023. ISO-NE has suspended all implementation of Order 2023 as they wait for information from FERC and is defaulting to the current rules.
· ISO-NE answered questions compiled by National Grid and developers.
· Action Items:
· Members to reach out to Co-Chairs to submit requested agenda items for future meetings.
· Members to reach out to Gerry Bingham if you have revisions or requests for additions to the monthly DG report submitted to DOER.
· Members to reach out to Andrew Hickok if you’d like to participate in small group discussions about the group study opt out proposal.
· Eversource and National Grid to indicate before the next meeting if there is information to share on DSIS/ASO study parallel processing and if November is the appropriate time to continue the conversation.
· Members to reach out to Co-Chairs if you have any questions, concerns, input, or bandwidth to help with drafting of report.
· Co-Chairs to revise charter to incorporate the ESIRG as a standing subcommittee of the IIRG, post new charter to website, file with the DPU, and notify stakeholders.
· EDCs to propose a procedural schedule for the revisions to the simplified and expedited process, working backwards from an early/mid-January submission date.
· Small group to discuss new proposal from Unitil and let Co-Chairs know if this should be on the agenda next month.
· Russ Aney, Andrew Hickok, and Daniel Mello Guimaraes to send reasonable information requests to IIRG industry members, and then send to all members. EDCs to consider the requests and either provide the information or an explanation of why they cannot.
· Members to send Co-Chairs suggestions for the next substantive topic before next meeting.
· IIRG to move forward with establishing ASO subgroup, vote next meeting, and consider scheduling an ASO coordination informational session with regional invitations.
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